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Nga mihi mahana kia koutou.  Kia Ora  

 

 

 

2021 Terms dates  
Term 3 Mon 25 Jul – Fri 30 Sept 

Term 4 Mon 18  Oct – Thurs, 15 Dec 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To keep up with information: 

Download the HERO app and join 

your child’s Class Facebook Page 

 

Also, you can view the newsletter 

on our Website at : 

www.waimataitai.school.nz 

 

25 Trafalgar Street, Timaru 7910 

Phone 03 684 5566 

Email: jsy021@waimataitai.school.nz 

Website: www.waimataitai.school.nz 

 

2ND HAND UNIFORM SHOP 

HOURS 

FRIDAYS  

8.30-9.00AM 

In Health Centre (by office) 

**************** 

NEW UNIFORM & 

STATIONERY SHOP OPEN 

EACH MORNING  

8.30 – 9am 

 

IN TEACHER AIDE ROOM 

PLEASE NAME ALL 
UNIFORM 

Greetings, Kia ora, Mālō e lelei, Talofa, Namaste, Konnichiwa, dobryi den, Ahoj 
Nau mai haere mai ki te kawerongo o te kura Waimataitai 

Welcome to the Waimataitai School news 

New Waimataitai School Board 
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome the new Board to their roles as school 

governors. I am looking forward to working closely with the new Board to continue to 

build the school into a great place for students to attend in this part of their learning 

journey. 

The new Board are: 

Julian Donaldson 

Claire Carran 

Kelly Martin 

Rachel Napier 

Juliette Stevenson 
 

Nicky Severinsen (Staff Representative) 
 

I would like to thank our outgoing Board members for giving up their time to devote to 

the Waimataitai School Board and the community. Your governance has been 

appreciated by the whole community. I have enjoyed working with you and thank you 

for the support you have given me over the last year and a half. 

Breakfast Club 
Thank you to the parents who are helping with the breakfast club by turning up and 

serving children and then talking with them to make them feel welcome. We are also 

grateful for the donations of fruit from the community and the people who have 

stewed this to compliment the breakfast dishes. 

Our two teachers, Miss McGregor and Mrs. Dynes have put together a great 

breakfast club. If you would like your child to be able to have breakfast at school, 

please contact the office to let us know. Thank you very much to everyone involved 

in setting all our students up to be successful at school. 

End of Term Wai Learner Assembly 
On Friday, 30th September at 9.15am, we will have the Wai Learner assembly 

where we celebrate the four students who have been chosen as examples of 

demonstrating the Waimataitai values. Parents will be encouraged to attend this and 

celebrate with their children. 

School Production – ‘Peter Pan’ 
Rehearsals are continuing and the students have their lines and parts well under 

their fingers. We are all excited about the performances next week. We are really 

excited to be able to have whanau in the school hall to see how much work has 

gone into this performance. 

Don’t miss out !! 
If you haven’t already got your tickets, you can collect them from the office or 

order them by emailing office@waimataitai.school.nz and pay online.  Remember 

to stipulate which show you would like to attend: 

Wednesday    21st Sept        6.00pm 

Thursday        22nd Sept       10.00am 

Thursday        22nd Sept       6.00pm 

Tickets cost $5 

Also, refreshments will be available to purchase at the show 

http://www.waimataitai.school.nz/
mailto:jsy021@waimataitai.school.nz


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Tongan Community 
Performance Last Week 

Last Friday we were 

entertained by the 

Tongan community as 

part of Tongan language 

week. 
 

Some of our own students performed 

while  wearing their beautiful cultural 

costumes. Their songs and dances were 

beautiful and performed very well. The 

Tongan cultural group from Timaru Boys 

High school then performed for us. This 

was very entertaining. The enjoyment 

they expressed in their performance was 

contagious and everyone thought they 

were a great showcase of their culture. 

School Photos 
Last Week of the Term 27 & 28th Sept 

 

Don’t forget that the school photos will be on the 27th and 28th 

September here at Waimataitai. Please have your child arrive 

in the correct school uniform. I will have a copy of these 

photos in my office for the next year and they will be made 

available for you to purchase as well. 

Coming Up ……. 
19-23 Sept Moana Production - ‘Peter Pan’ 

19-30-Sept Hawai (yr 5 & 6) Swimming 

 REMEMBER TOGS & TOWEL 

26 Sept Queen’s Memorial Day 

 NO SCHOOL 

27-28 Sept School Photos 

27 Sept Board meeting at 5.45pm 

30 Sept Wai Learner Assembly, 9.15am 

 

New Long-Term Strategy for COVID-19 
  
You’ll be aware that New Zealand has moved to a new, long-term approach to COVID-19. These 
changes have been made based on public health advice and reflect high levels of immunity and 
declining case numbers across New Zealand. 
  
This new approach will only result in minor changes to the way we operate. 
  
The very positive news is that household contacts of a person with COVID-19 do not need to isolate, but 
instead are asked to complete a RAT test each day, for five days. Therefore, ākonga who are household 
contacts but test negative and do not have COVID-19 symptoms, should continue to attend school. It 
is the best place for them to be, so they can be engaged in their learning and connected with their 
teachers, classmates and friends. 
  
Mask wearing is no longer required. 
  
All the other recommended public health measures will stay in place as we know they reduce the spread 
of infectious illnesses including COVID-19. 
These include: 

•        ensuring our indoor spaces are well-ventilated 
•        maintaining good hand hygiene 
•        encouraging everyone to cough or sneeze into elbows and, 
•        most importantly, staying home and getting tested if they have COVID-19 symptoms 

  
Thank you for your ongoing support in protecting our community. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whanau Feedback from the 
Student Led Learning Conferences 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Almost 90 % of parents felt that the conferences did help them to understand their child’s progress. 

The most informative parts of the conferences for parents were having a chance to talk and listen to the teacher and the 

child share their goals and learning journey. Parents said they learned a lot about their child from the conferences. They 

also learned what their child’s goals are and how they could help their child at home with their learning. A significant 

number of parents said that the conferences were a great success, and we should continue to hold these for parents. 

A small number of parents thought that not being able to have the teacher do all the talking and have no other whanau in 

the room were disadvantages as was the short amount of time for the conferences. 
 

As I look at the feedback, it is apparent that the purpose of these conferences has been lost for a small number of our 

whanau. The main purposes are to have the students understand their learning well enough to share it with their parents. 

The conferences also prompt discussions with whanau about how the learning can be improved through next steps and 

goals.  
 

The conferences are not designed as the only reporting back to parents we do in the year. We are now encouraging 

parents to come back into school to support their child’s learning. Whanau can make appointments to meet the teacher at 

any time during the year to have learning conversations. This might be to find out how the learning is going, or to seek 

understanding about parts of their child’s progress.  Questions about friendships, relationships and anything else that all 

parents want to understand, are quite acceptable for parents to visit the school and ask about outside of the conference 

10 minute slot. Parents should contact the school to make a time to address this. We will be trying hard to do a better job 

of promoting this next time we run the conferences. 
 

Thank you very much for the feedback.  We will be looking to address key aspects of this next time we meet for Student 

Led Conferences. 

Image for the Strategic Plan 

I have already received some great artwork in the competition for the image behind the strategic planning. I am looking 

forward to lots more pieces so we can choose the best image. If you are an artist in the making or keen on graphics, put 

something together for us to look at. There are prizes for the best adult and the best student’s work. 

 

Strategic Planning 

Over the last three newsletters I have shared the strategic planning goals we will be aspiring to for the next three years. 

The following is a plan of the goals and the time frame for getting them done. This roadmap is a draft document, but it will 

give an idea of the actions we will undertake over the next three years. 

I am looking forward to working with the community to achieve these initiatives and build the school into an engaging and 

motivational place that students and whanau can call their own. 

Have you paid your ACCOUNT? 
Statements were sent home last week.  These can also be viewed through the Hero 
app.  Thank you to those who are making regular payments via Automatic Payment. 
 

If you don’t have an AP set up, then payment online would be 
appreciated; 
 

Bank Account No. 12-3159-0063998-01 

Reference:  Your child’s name 

Lucky Book Club 
 

 

 

Issue No. 6 
 

Orders close TOMORROW 

Friday, 9TH September 



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Presentation of Prizes for School Survey 

It was great to get a chance to present prizes to our 
spot prize winners, Danni & Skye Foster and Nirmo 
Thakker. 
We’ve finished the draft of the survey results, which I 
hope to get out to the school next week. 
 

Jane Powell 
Health Promoter | Kaitoko Hauora 

 

Pizza Lunch and Morning Teas 
This Term 
 

 

 

I have really enjoyed meeting with a handful of 

students every week to share morning tea. This is a 

highlight of my Monday mornings because I get to 

meet with students who are making an effort to live 

and learn the Waimataitai way. Often the students are 

as excited about this visit as I am and they tell me all 

about what is happening at school for them. I am 

looking forward to the end of term pizza lunch that I 

share with another group whose names have been 

drawn from a hat. These students are able to bring a 

friend to celebrate their name being drawn. 

Kaitiakitanga - Enviroschools Revalidation of Bronze Level 

What the Kaitiakitanga group has been up to……. 
When we meet on Friday lunchtimes we have been preparing 
our plots for planting vegetables and also planting native trees 
down by the White Street entrance. 
 

We have recently planted potatoes, beans, peas and rhubarb in 
the vege area and have big plans to plant lots more vegetables 
as the weather becomes warmer. 

 
What the kaitiakitanga group has coming up…… 
Waimataitai is an Enviroschool which means we think about and 
action sustainable practices across our school. Coming up in the last 
week of the term, we have Debbie from ECAN and some of her 
colleagues from Christchurch coming to explain our sustainability 
practices with gardens, rubbish and the environment here at 
Waimataitai.  We are reflecting at bronze level and are excited to 
share our progress and find some next steps in our journey of 
creating a sustainable and carbon free environment for our kura.  

 

FOR SALE  
Worms & Fertiliser 
 
The worm farm is in full production and 
we have worm juice and worms available 
for sale. 
 

Worms $5 per ice cream container 
 

Worm juice $1 per litre (ready for your spring planting) 
 

Please contact me if you want some of either. 
 

The money will be used to enhance the school 
environment. 

Congratulations to FOX house 

You are certainly team players. 

Well done!        

 

HOUSE POINTS: 
 

Week 5 & 6 

FOX!! 



 

 

 
Last week the monthly PTA meeting for September was held. The chocolate fundraiser was discussed. We have 

chocolate left to sell and the remaining product comprises part of the profit that we will make. There will be a 

push to sell the remaining chocolate before the end of this term. It was noted that this fundraiser appealed to a 

wide range of people and there have been some large sales by individual whanau. Well done everyone. 

The PTA AGM will be held on November 7th in the staffroom at Waimataitai 

The purpose of the AGM this year is to determine the future of the PTA. We hope to attract parents and teachers 

to come along to the meetings and contribute ideas for the group. Our main purposes are to build our community 

and then to raise funds for the school.  I believe that most of what the PTA do should be to encourage parents 

and families to be involved in the school and to have fun while they are doing this. If they manage to raise some 

money for things the students need, then that is a bonus for everyone. 

We have heard that there is a reluctance to commit to the PTA if people are busy or have family that require their 

attention.  By putting your hand up, we do not expect that you would be committing to be involved with everything 

the PTA does for the next year. My expectation is that you would be able to come to some of the meetings and 

you would be able to help with school things a couple of times during the year.  

It will be great to see lots of whanau at the AGM, so we will arrange a creche with senior students to look after 

any children that arrive with parents. 

 

Big Field Project Hui  
In the next week our project manager Jamie Lyons will come to school and speak to people who are interested in 

the big field project. He will be able to tell us about start dates and expectations for work completion times. The 

school are also working through the library and two other classroom property projects at the same time, and he 

will be able to answer questions about these if required. The time and date for this meeting will be advertised on 

HERO as soon as we have them. 

 

NEED DENTAL ASSISTANCE DURING THE HOLIDAYS ?? 

Priority for Community Dental Service appointments during the school break will 
be for immediate dental needs at the following clinics: 

 

Woolston Community Dental Clinic, 11 Hopkins Street, Christchurch 
Hornby Community Dental Clinic, 2 Hei Hei Road, Christchurch 
Timaru Community Dental Clinic, 18 Woollcombe Street, Timaru 

  

To access these appointments, call our Contact Centre on 0800 846 983 noting that 
priority is given to children with immediate dental needs.  
  

For any dental advice please call the Contact Centre on 0800 846 983 or 
email commdental@cdhb.healh.nz 

mailto:commdental@cdhb.healh.nz

