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Strategic Planning Next Year 
2022 marks the end of our strategic planning cycle. During next year we conclude all 
the actions that we have been working toward for the last three years and we prepare 
for the next three-year cycle. The School Board will be advertising opportunities for 
the community to take part in planning for the next three years. We hope that whanau 
will take the opportunity to share with us what you hold dear in education, so that we 
can organise an exciting three year strategic plan for Waimataitai. 
 

Board Elections Next Year 
In September 2022 schools will be holding elections for the school Board. The 
Waimataitai Board encourages whanau to find out about becoming a Board member. 
You may be interested at some stage in the future, so we invite you to come along to 
some Board meetings to see what happens. Board meetings are public meetings 
which means anyone may attend. You will be welcome to attend, but you will not 
necessarily have speaking rights. We have one final Board meeting this year on 9 
December at 5.15pm. This will be a shorter meeting, but important because we are 
setting up the next school year with our planning. From the start of the year, Board 
meetings occur at approximately 6 weekly intervals. The first will be in the third week 
of February. Please come along and see how we operate. 
 

Waimataitai School Teaching Staff 2022 
The table below displays the classrooms and teachers for the 2022 year. I am very 
grateful for the messages we have received from whanau, who have asked for 
particular arrangements to be made for their children. Where we have been able to 
manage this, we have done so. The opportunity to have those conversations has 
ended and we are pleased to be able to provide certainty for families who are 
wondering which teachers will be in which classes. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nga mihi mahana kia koutou.  Kia Ora  

 

 

 

2021 Terms dates  
Term 4 Mon 18  Oct – Wed, 15 Dec 

 

2022 Term dates 
Term 1:  Tues, 1 Feb – Thurs, 14 Apr 

Term 2:  Mon, 2 May – Fri, 8 Jul 

Term 3:  Mon, 25 Jul – Fri, 30 Sept 

Term 4:  Mon, 17 Oct – Thurs, 15 Dec 

 

To keep up with information: 

Download the HERO app and join 

your child’s Class Facebook Page 

 

Also, you can view the newsletter 

on our Website at : 

www.waimataitai.school.nz 

 

25 Trafalgar Street, Timaru 7910 

Phone 03 684 5566 

Email: jsy021@waimataitai.school.nz 

Website: www.waimataitai.school.nz 

 

2ND HAND UNIFORM SHOP 

HOURS 

WEDNESDAYS  

2.50pm – 3.15pm 

In Health Centre (by office) 

OR 

By agreed appointment 
(Please book a time with Jo 

ph:  021 444 903 ) 
 

**************** 

NEW UNIFORM & 

STATIONERY SHOP OPEN 

EACH MORNING  

8.30 – 9am 

 

IN TEACHER AIDE ROOM 

PLEASE NAME ALL 
UNIFORM 

 

Principal:  Mr Jonathan Young 
 

We are pleased to present the following teaching staff for 2022; 
 

Roto Team Leader—Mrs Nikola Vincent 

Mrs Kim Sugrue, Mrs Toni Manson New Entrant Room 1 

Mrs Karen Wyatt New Entrant Room 3 

Mrs Kirsty McKerracher, Mrs Nicky Charteris Yr 1-2 Room 5 

Mrs Kim Dynes  Yr 1 Room 6 

Mrs Vanessa Riley, Mrs Jill Robinson Yr 2 Room 7 

Mrs Sally Finlayson Yr 2 Room 8 
 

Awa Team Leader— Miss Vanessa Galbraith 

Mrs Michelle Bransden  Yr 4-5 Room 04 

Miss Rachel Cormack  Yr 3 Room 20 

Miss Vanessa Galbraith  Yr 4 Room 21 

Ms Kate Perry Yr 3-4 Room 22 

Mrs Zara Codyre Yr 3 Room 23 

Mrs Chrissi Davidson Yr 3 Room 24 
 

Hawai  Team Leader –Mrs Lara Sargent 

Mrs Lara Sargent, Mrs Toni Manson Yr 6 Room 15 

Mr Pete Burgess Yr 5 Room 16 

Mrs Juanita Thompson Yr 5-6 Room 17 

Mr Ken Heaphy Yr 5 Room 18 

Mr Cain Pullar Yr 6 Room 19 
 

Moana Team Team Leader—Miss Jess Howard 

Miss Hannah McGregor Yr 7 Room 10 

Mr John Willers Yr 7 Room 11 

Mrs Nicky Severinsen Yr 8 Room 13 

Mr Tim Heke Yr 8 Room 14 
 

Room 2 Opening toward the middle of the year with Mrs Patsy Kelly & Mrs Jewel Donaldson 

http://www.waimataitai.school.nz/
mailto:jsy021@waimataitai.school.nz


 
 

COVID News 
It is reassuring to be able to report that we have all staff at 

Waimataitai vaccinated for COVID 19. As a result we will 

be starting the new year fully staffed and anyone who is in 

front of children will be vaccinated. 

Please remember that our role as teachers is not to police 

COVID regulations. Please wear your mask, scan in and 

keep to the appropriate distance. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Helpers Afternoon Tea 
 

It is with regret that I have to inform you that we are unable to 
welcome to our afternoon tea, the parent helpers who have given 
up their time to help in classes and on trips this year. We really 
appreciate the generosity of our community when we request 
support. It is wonderful to have whanau in classes and at activities 
helping out and sometimes these events would not run without you. 
We hope you will accept our gratitude for your assistance this 
year and we look forward to seeing you back in classes next year. 

Assemblies and Celebrations 
I understand that there will be many disappointed students and 
whanau at the news that the end of year assemblies will not be 
open to families. We are mandated to follow certain COVID 19 
procedures as set out by the government for all gatherings at 
school. We have consulted across South Canterbury and have 
found that other schools are following the same procedures that 
we are. 
I apologise in advance for this situation as we are unable to use 
any discretion with this. 
 

Have you paid your ACCOUNT? 
 

Statements were emailed yesterday 
which are accessed through the 
Hero app.  Prompt payment would 
be appreciated please or set up 
regular automatic payments to 
bank account No. 12-3159-0063998-01 

Class Transition Visits Coming Up 
At the end of the first week in December, all 
students remaining at Waimataitai will visit their 
next class. This will be an opportunity to meet the 
teacher and see who else is in their class. This is 
always an exciting time for students. We look 
forward to helping all students transition as 
smoothly as possible. 

Building Renovations 
Over the summer break we are undertaking the 
first of a list of renovation and upgrading 
projects. The roof of the admin block will be 
replaced, as will several other blocks between 
then and April next year. We have two 
classroom blocks being renovated and these 
mark the last two class blocks to be renovated 
in some way at Waimataitai. 
 

There will be no disruption this year as the 
work will begin after the end of school. 
However, we can expect that the work will carry 
over into the new school year. We are 
expecting to have at least two, or possibly three 
classes out of their classrooms to begin the 
school year. There are three available spaces 
we can use for whole classes while they wait 
for the completion of their rooms. We are 
hoping that by the end of the first term all 
classes will be back in their own classrooms. 

Gardening Machinery at School 
Mr Cowan the caretaker will be using machinery for gardening 

between 8-8:25am and then from 3:20-5pm on any day of the week. 

We are asking parents to remind children to stay away from Mr 

Cowan if they are at school early or they return to school after the end 

of the day and he is using the gardening equipment. The health and 

safety requirements for using chainsaws and ride-on mowers are 

complicated considerably when there are children in the vicinity.  

Update - Big Field Project 
 

The PTA and the Board are very keen to 
get this project moving as soon as 
possible. Arrangements are being made 
to try and get work done over the 
summer. We hope to be able to give out 
more details soon as possible. 
 

I would like to thank the PTA for their 
hard work and determination to follow 
this project through. 

OUR APOLOGIES …… 
If you are one of our close neighbours our apologies for the fire 

alarms last week.  There were two incidents at school which 

caused the alarms to be activated twice in one morning. This 

didn’t result in any damage to school property and for that we 

are grateful. We regret the noise and inconvenience caused to 

our neighbours. 

February 17th Cultural Evening 
We were very sad to have to postpone the cultural evening 
that was planned earlier this month. We are excited that we 
now have a new date for this event early in 2022. Put the  
17th February in your diaries for the Cultural evening. During 
the day we will be holding a sausage sizzle for the students. 
We also hope to incorporate the Amato family concert as part 
of the evening’s entertainment. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moana Yachting and Kayaking 
On Monday this week, the Moana team’s 
yachting and kayaking began. Karle and his 
crew of Ara Polytech students, Mike and 
Georgia worked with our students. They were 
able to instill confidence and create an exciting 
activity-based day. All the students were 
participating and showing off their newly 
acquired skills at sailing and kayaking.  The 
students were amazed at what they had 
achieved by sailing across the bay and 
paddling round into the main harbour. 
 

As a long narrow island with a very long coast line, we have a responsibility to 
encourage our students to be safe in the water and also to live healthy lives by 
participating in this environment. Thanks to the organisers of this great activity. 

Well done       

 

Rotonui Bay Trip 
Mr Young visited the students from Rotonui team on Monday as they had their day out at the Bay. What a great 
choice of days to make for this event. They were very fortunate to have the experienced team of educators from the 
South Canterbury Museum with them, teaching our students about life in the bay over the last 100 years or so. There 
were some very motivated children using the toys and activities that children would have used many years ago in the 
bay. After this very educational day, our students could tell you how people dressed and what activities they took part 
in from days of old. Thank you very much to all the helpers who had specific roles on the day. Thanks to the team of 
teachers who put this event together. 
 

 

SCHOOL CUPS & TROPHIES 

Please return any school cups and trophies from last year’s price giving to the office to 

allow us to get this accounted for and prepared for the end of year Final Assembly. 

Please return no later than FRIDAY, 19TH NOVEMBER 



 
 

Talent Quest Finalists 
Well done to all these finalists who performed last Friday at our 

Annual Talent Quest.  We were entertained by some very talented 

students with a wide variety of items.  CONGRATULATIONS to the 

following place-getters: 
 

LT Place Name Talent 

Rotoiti 1st Siyona Sree Raj Violin 

 Highly Commended Ella Phaff & 

      Skye Foster Singing 
 

Rotonui 1st Ashley Chang Tap Dancing 

 Highly Commended Lilly Rae Roller Skating 
 

Awa 1st Ella Phaff Dance 

 Highly Commended Molly Bowden Lavendars Blue 
 

Hawai 1st Zac Kelliher Drums 

 High Commended Florain Susilo Piano 

 

Moana 1st Millah Hughes Piano 

 Highly Commended Franko Contreras Music link 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apology to our Neighbours 
If you are one of our close neighbours, my apologies for the fire alarms last week.  There were two incidents at 
school which caused the alarms to be activated twice in one morning. This didn’t result in any damage to school 
property and for that we are grateful. We regret the noise and inconvenience caused to our neighbours. 

CONGRATULATIONS …… 
 

On 6th November Timaru hosted the Southern Open Speed Skating Competition.  Competitors were from 
Wanganui, Blenheim, Nelson and Christchurch.  Ava Coyle won a bronze medal in the 300m time trials and Isla 
Coyle a bronze in the 200m sprints. This was Isla’s first official competition and had just earned her speed skates a 
couple of months ago !! 
 

Ava has been working very hard this year, training up to 4 times a week as she went up a grade.  This is a huge 
change from last year when she was expected to do 5km, to now 21kms in the Southern Endurance series, which is 
very competitive.  Ava also qualified for Nationals to be held in Timaru early January. 
 

WELL DONE GIRLS !! 

Congratulations to COOK house for your 

win  in the house points and your prize 

held earlier in the week. It is great to see 

children striving to be good and do the 

right things at this very busy end of the 

year. 

COOK !! 

Farewell Mrs Blackmore 

After 31 years working here at Waimataitai we are very sad to farewell Mrs Margaret Blackmore, as she leaves for 

‘greener pastures’ next week. 

We wish Margaret all the best, with many happy hours in her garden and with her family       
 

 

Here she is enjoying a picnic with some students from room 1, who love working with Mrs Blackmore. 

 


